chapter twelve

12:1 And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars;  {kai, (cc)--shmei/on (n-nn-s) a sign, a mark, something that points to something else, something that provides insight or perception--me,gaj (a--nn-s) great, notable--o`ra,w (viap--3s) was seen, Reed says this word is always used of things that provide spiritual perception and not just physical sight—evn (pd)--o` ouvrano,j (n-dm-s)--gunh, (n-nf-s)--periba,llw (vprmnf-s)--o` h[lioj (n-am-s)—kai, (cc)--h` selh,nh (n-nf-s)--u`poka,tw (pg) underneath, below--o` pou,j (n-gm-p)--auvto,j (npgf3s)--kai, (cc)--evpi, (pg)--h` kefalh, (n-gf-s)--auvto,j (npgf3s)--ste,fanoj (n-nm-s)--avsth,r (n-gm-p)--dw,deka (a-cgm-p)}

12:2 and she was with child; and she cried out, being in labor and in pain to give birth.  {kai, (cc)—evn (pd)--gasth,r (n-df-s) the belly or womb, this phrase usually followed by a form of echo and is synonymous with being pregnant--e;cw (vppanf-s)--kai, (cc)--kra,zw (vipa--3s)--wvdi,nw (vppanf-s) 3X, to suffer birth pains, to be in labor--kai, (cc)--basani,zw (vpppnf-s) to torment someone, to place them in pain, here passively to be in pain, being tortured--ti,ktw (vnaa) to bear, to give birth, to bring forth a child}
Exposition vs. 1-2

1. As has been somewhat common in this book, John is now provided further information about the issues at hand without advancing the narrative.

2. This is somewhat reminiscent of what we saw in Genesis, as Moses would advance the narrative to a particular point, backtrack, and fill in other events that were germane to the revelation.

3. Therefore, when one arrives at what are clearly decisive or concluding events and is suddenly provided information that is not germane to that conclusion he must recognize that he is dealing with a parenthesis or interlude.

4. The events recorded at the end of chapter 11 took us right to the point of the Second Advent and the establishment of the Millennial kingdom.

5. Once again, we must take the events that are recorded and place them in the proper time so we can have the correct view and timing of the events of Daniel's 70th week.

6. However, these interludes are not merely irrelevant changes or occurrences in the course of what is unfolding; they are vitally important to an understanding of what the events of this book mean, and why they are transpiring.

7. Some have rightly recognized this and have labeled this section (chapters 12-13) as “the heart of this book, establishing the core theme about the war between God and His people and the Dragon and his people.”  Osborne, BECNT, Revelation
8. This intermediary section in chapters 12-13 picks up and develops the theme of the persecution of God’s people, which has already been alluded to previously.  Rev. 6:9-11, 7:14, 11:7-10

9. In fact, the events of chapter 12 provide the historical, unseen foundation for the conflict that exists between Satan and God’s people.

10. We can safely state that the revelation with respect to the events of Daniel's 70th week does not resume the chronological flow following the seventh trumpet until Revelation 15:5.

11. In spite of the theological differences of the various methods of interpretation (historicist, preterist, futurist, and spiritual), there is wide agreement on the fact that the initial visions of this chapter (vss. 1-5) are “descriptive rather than prophetic, relating to things past and passing.”
12. Some interpreters have labeled this section as international myth because stories resembling this can be found in virtually every religion of the ancient world.

a. In Egypt the mother Isis is pursued by the red dragon Set and flees to an island, where she gives birth to the sun god, Horus.

b. In Ugaritic myth the storm god Baal defeats the serpent with seven heads, Leviathan, and sets up his kingdom.

c. In Mesopotamia, Marduk, the god of light, kills the seven-headed dragon Tiamat, who had thrown down a third of the stars.

d. In the Greco-Roman world, the goddess Leto, pregnant with Apollo, is pursued by the dragon Python, rescued by Poseidon, who places her on an island for safety.

13. Based on these similarities many have simply viewed the biblical account here as being reflective of the myths of the ancient world, which have now been realized in Christ.

14. This is nonsense and misses the point that the ancient truths of God’s plan were revealed long ago and well understood by the great believers of history.

a. Abraham clearly understood and applied the doctrine of resurrection.  Heb. 11:17-19

b. Job clearly understood the doctrines of the coming Messiah and the certainty of resurrection.  Job 19:25-27a

15. That Satan would mythologize the truth, introduce it into various cultures that had rejected the Divine revelation, and perpetuate it in human history to deceive men, should hardly be considered unusual or out of character for a liar.  Jn. 8:44

16. Many times his lies are not total frontal attacks on the veracity of God’s Word, often he simply presents a plausible substitute that resembles the truth closely enough so the spiritually deceived do not seek any other explanation.

17. The reality is that foolish interpreters tend to believe and perpetuate the fiction that the Bible borrows from the traditions and myths of the world in order to communicate the truth. 

18. The fact is that the world has simply taken the Divine revelation and corrupted it by introducing mythological elements to the initial truth that was revealed.

19. Along with the work of Satan, the work of negative unbelievers has succeeded in producing a world of spiritual darkness with a facade of piety, while denying the truths of the Word of God.  IICor. 4:4; Eph. 4:14; IITim. 3:5

20. This chapter introduces two specific signs that are recorded in this book, which has been identified as a revelation that is sign-i-fied by means of various similes, metaphors, signs, etc.  Rev. 1:1

21. While the Greek verb shmai,nw (semaino—to signify something, to make something clear by means of a sign, to indicate) was used in 1:1, this is the first actual sign that is recorded. 

22. A sign is defined as something that serves as a pointer to aid perception of or insight into something, a visible token that has spiritual significance, which must be discerned from the nature of the sign itself.  

23. However, one must distinguish between a sign singular and signs plural; a singular sign is a particular teaching aid to distinguish one thing from another, while signs plural are often miracles that authenticate the veracity of a thing or person.

24. For instance, the signs that Jesus Christ did at the First Advent are signals or pointers to His true identity and serve as a challenge to accept His person and the veracity of His words.  Jn. 2:11

25. Likewise, the beast and false prophet will have the ability to perform miraculous lying signs/ wonders in order to deceive the world.  IIThess. 2:9; Rev. 13:13-14

26. The two signs we have in this chapter are heavenly in nature and designed to point the reader to the issue of the angelic conflict, which is clearly seen a number of times in this chapter.  Rev. 12:5,7,13,15,17

27. John does not introduce us to these two important signs as he has up to this point, not stating that he saw them (which he clearly did of course), but rather that they were seen/appeared.
28. As in Revelation 11:19, the fact that something appears or is seen is designed to point to the reality that God Himself made it visible and that John was not the only one who witnessed it.

29. Therefore, one must conclude that these two signs were placed there by God, could readily be seen, and were for the purpose of educating the viewer(s) with respect to several very important issues in the angelic conflict.

30. The chronological markers in this chapter will be a great deal of help in determining the contents of the signs, their significance, and whether a particular aspect of the signs is past or belongs to the future.

31. We will actually begin with the one feature of this chapter on which the majority of interpreters agree, that being that the male child of verse 5 is Jesus Christ.

32. Apart from the redundancy in the grammar of that verse (which emphasizes that this is a special son), the clear identification of the male child as one whose destiny involves ruling the nations with a rod of iron removes any real doubt as to the proper identification.  Ps. 2:9; Rev. 19:15

33. In fact, as Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown boldly and accurately state, “any interpretation that ignores this must be wrong.”
34. With that one piece of indisputable evidence, we may begin to deal with the other principals in what will turn out to be the divine conflict for the ages.

35. With that in view, it is clear that the first 5 verses belong to the historical past (from the birth of Messiah to the time of His resurrection and ascension) while the rest of this chapter refers to future events that will take place in Daniel's 70th week.

36. Before we begin with the interpretation proper, it should be noted that more than one suggestion has been advanced for the identity of the woman in the first sign.

a. The historicist interpreters tend to identify the woman as the true church that existed at a time when there was great promise of growth and success, as seen in the pregnancy motif.

b. The preterist interpreters, who tend to look for historical fulfillment, see the woman as Jewish Christians fleeing from the doomed Jerusalem.

c. The spiritual interpreters see the woman as either the believing remnant of Old Testament Israel, or as an ideal symbol of God’s people in both dispensations.

d. There should be little surprise to find out that the Roman Catholic Church identifies this heavenly woman as Mary, the earthly mother of Jesus Christ.

e. Some modern interpreters attempt to relate the woman to the Revived Roman Empire (the EU) based on the fact that their flag has 12 stars on it.

37. This sign is clearly designed to point us to something else, which demands that we not take the woman as a literal woman but symbolic for something else.

38. The Greek word gunh. (gune), which is in the nominative case and in apposition to the term sign, first means a woman as opposed to a man, and was often used to refer to a wife.  Matt. 1:20,24

39. From the resplendent nature of the woman’s appearance and the fact that she is pregnant, one would have to conclude that she represents the wife of someone notable.

40. From the immediate context, in which God clearly accepts the offspring of this woman (verse 5), and a number of Old Testament passages that teach that Israel is portrayed as the wife of YHWH, this woman must be identified as national Israel.  Isa. 54:5-6; Hos. 2:19

a. Unfaithful, unbelieving Israel is portrayed as a whore.  Ezek. 16:10-32

b. Regenerate Israel is promised a future as God’s wife.  Jere. 31:31-32

41. There can be little doubt that this sign is designed to point the observer to the nation of Israel, and this is documented by a couple of obvious facts.

a. The overall appearance of the woman is very reminiscent of the exact language used in Genesis 37:9-10 where the sun, moon, and stars referred to Jacob, his wife, and Joseph’s 11 brothers, who comprised the whole of the nation at that time.

b. There is clear biblical evidence that the humanity of Messiah (the son in view in this chapter) came through the nation of Israel.  Matt. 1:1ff; Rom. 1:3, 9:3-5

42. The description of verse 2 about her labor pains must be interpreted as the difficult and restless times suffered by the nation just prior to the birth of Christ, which would include the captivities, persecution under the Seleucids, and Roman domination.

43. The next thing that must be addressed is the fact that this is called a great sign, which is one of two signs that are so designated in this book.  Rev. 15:1

44. While a regular sign is designed to communicate a particular truth, a great sign is one that communicates a number of truths, or the truth at a number of levels.

45. However, this sign goes beyond merely symbolizing the nation of Israel, and serves at least two other purposes in this context.

46. The first purpose is seen in the fact that the woman is pregnant with the Messiah, which should immediately remind the reader of the first mention of the Seed of the woman in human history and the promise given to Eve.  Gen. 3:15; Rev. 12:17

47. Therefore, this sign also points us to the fact that the source of the conflict between the woman and the dragon is quite ancient, but will be resolved through the promised seed of the woman.
48. The third, and possibly one of the most amazing features of this sign, relates to the original purpose of the sun, moon, and stars as set forth in Genesis.  Gen. 1:14

49. The word zodiac comes from the Greek zw|diako,j (zodiakos), derived from the initial root zw|/on (zoon), which initially meant a living creature or animal and then a figure or image like a painting or sculpture.

50. The zodiac became that which contained or pertained to the images or signs that were visible in the heaven.

51. It was divided into 12 segments, each marked by a group of stars that is easily recognized (constellations), having names that are familiar to most people, and commonly known as the signs of the zodiac. 

52. Each of the 12 signs pictorially represents a prophetic event in relation to the unfolding story of salvation in the history of the world, which focuses on the coming of the Savior and His ultimate triumph.

53. In addition to the twelve signs of the zodiac the ancients also described thirty-six other constellations that were associated with each ten-degree section of the zodiac. 

a. The oldest records of them have been found inside coffin lids in the 10th Egyptian dynasty about 2100 BC. 

b. The thirty-six are also mentioned in the Babylonian Enuma Anu Enlil (a collection of documents interpreting observations of the stars, planets, weather and natural occurrences like earthquakes) about four centuries later. 

c. Through the expansion of the Persian and Babylonian empires these 48 constellations were adopted and renamed by the Greeks.

d. These constellations, which have become obscured by mythology and satanic deception, tell a very precise story about the conflict between God and Satan.

54. One must keep in mind that the constellations do not necessarily look like the objects for which they are named, but each is associated with the picture of the object.

55. The fact that the signs of the zodiac bear little resemblance to the pictures associated with them should be of great interest to observers of the sky since every ancient culture with any knowledge or tradition concerning the stars recognizes the same 12 star groups and the same names and/or meanings of names. 

56. Examine the knowledge of the stars of whatever ancient people you choose (Babylon, China, India, Persia, Egypt, Greece, Rome, Central America, etc.) and everywhere the same constellations are identified and associated with the identical or similar meanings and names.

57. For example, one constellation was known as Virgo to the Romans, Bethulah to the Hebrews, Parthenos to the Greeks, and Kanya to the Indians, but all mean virgin. 

58. Linguistically, this strongly implies there was a common origin for the names, and this would imply an origin of star and constellation names before the dispersion from Babel, which suggests that they were known as far back as Noah and the Flood.  Isa. 40:26

59. In fact, there are some that attribute the understanding of the zodiac to Seth, the son of Adam; they go on to suggest that Enoch was known as the great scribe, who wrote books on astronomy.

60. It is clear that God acknowledged that Job, who may be dated around the time of Jacob, had a good understanding of the significance and names of the heavenly bodies.  Job 38:31-32

61. The best explanation for this fact is that God Himself was the original source, Who placed the constellations where He chose, named the stars, and provided an explanation of their significance before the dispersion of the peoples and confusion of the languages at Babel.

62. The 12 signs as originally given by God were a prophetic outline of the purpose of God in the history of salvation, and are correctly understood only if they are seen in their proper order.

63. Since they form a circle, the question becomes where to begin in the circle and where to end; most astrologers begin with Aries, but this does not correspond with biblical revelation. 

64. A comparison of the prophecies/signs in the heavens with the prophecies in the Bible clearly shows that the starting point is the divine promise concerning the seed of the woman (Gen. 3:15), and the ending point clearly coincides with the triumph of the Lion of the tribe of Judah.  Rev. 5:5

a.  This is another point that makes the sign notable; it is the beginning of the entire zodiac.

65. The promise of the Seed in the first book of the Bible is seen in the constellation Virgo, which is a young woman with a branch in her hand.

a. Virgo is represented as a woman with a branch in her right hand, and some ears of corn in her left hand, which is designed to give a two-fold testimony about the Coming One, the fruitful branch.  Isa. 4:2, 11:1

b. The name of this sign in the Hebrew is Bethulah, which means a virgin, and in the Arabic, a branch. 

c. In Genesis 3:15 she is presented only as a woman; but in later prophecies her nationality is defined as being of the stock of Israel, the seed of Abraham, the line of David; further, she is to be a virgin.  Isa. 7:14

66. This passage, with its obvious references to the bodies of stellar space should direct the reader to the first sign of the zodiac; in fact, the position of the heavenly bodies here described is the position they were in on September 11-12, 3 BC.

67. This great sign is even more significant since it directs the reader to the exact time when the woman would give birth to the male child; the time when the Sun was in mid-body of Virgo (clothed with the sun), and the Moon crossed under her feet.

68. Further, on that very day, Jupiter the king planet was in almost perfect conjunction with Regulus, the king star in the constellation of Leo of the Lion (the Lion of the tribe of Judah)!

69. The final portion of verse 2 documents that she is in the final, painful portion of labor that just precedes the actual birth.

70. Therefore, while the primary interpretation of this passage focuses on the nation of Israel and the coming of Messiah, there are prophetic and astronomical implications that make this a very great sign.
12:3 And another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a great red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven diadems.  {kai, (cc)--o`ra,w (viap--3s)--a;lloj (a--nn-s)--shmei/on (n-nn-s)—evn (pd)--o` ouvrano,j (n-dm-s)--kai, (cc)--ivdou, (qs)--dra,kwn (n-nm-s) 13X (?) all in the book of Rev.--me,gaj (a--nm-s) great, large--purro,j (a--nm-s) lit. color of fire, red--e;cw (vppanm-s)--kefalh, (n-af-p)--e`pta, (a-caf-p)--kai, (cc)--ke,raj (n-an-p) horns--de,ka (a-can-p)--kai, (cc)--evpi, (pa)--h` kefalh, (n-af-p)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--e`pta, (a-can-p)--dia,dhma (n-an-p) diadems, crowns of royalty}

12:4 And his tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven, and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she gave birth he might devour her child.  {kai, (cc)--h` ouvra, (n-nf-s) 5X, chapter 9 and here--auvto,j (npgm3s)--su,rw (vipa--3s)5X, to drag something by force Jn. 21:8; Acts 14:19--to. tri,toj (apoan-s) the third part--o` avsth,r (n-gm-p)--o` ouvrano,j (n-gm-s)--kai, (cc)--ba,llw (viaa--3s) to throw or cast--auvto,j (npam3p)—eivj (pa)--h` gh/ (n-af-s)--kai, (cc)--o` dra,kwn (n-nm-s)--i[sthmi (vira--3s!viia--3s) parsing here could be perfect, had taken his stand, or imperfect was continually standing, it matters little--evnw,pion (pg) in the presence of, before--h` gunh, (n-gf-s)--h` me,llw (vppagf-s+)--ti,ktw (+vnaa) comp.infin.--i[na (cs) introduces purpose clause--o[tan (cs) indef. whenever--ti,ktw (vsaa--3s) she might give birth--to. te,knon (n-an-s)--auvto,j (npgf3s)--katesqi,w (vsaa--3s) lit. to eat up, in 11:5 as here, to kill or destroy}
Exposition vs. 3-4

1. Having properly identified the first great sign as a symbol for national Israel, we are now introduced to a second sign, which is designed to be much more alarming in nature.

2. It is clear that these two signs are connected with one another (Swete) and that the two signs are portraying entities that are engaged in an obvious and ongoing conflict.  Rev. 12:4,13,15,17

3. In fact, these two signs set forth the primary issues of the angelic conflict, beginning with the earliest struggle between the serpent and the seed of the woman.  Gen. 3:15

4. While this sign is not designated as great, that adjective is applied to the dragon and indicates that this is a very notable sign as well.

5. It is also a known fact that the constellation Hydra, which extends one-third of the way around the equator comes into view above the horizon just after the appearance of the constellation Virgo.

6. The adjective me,gaj (megas—great) probably has the nuance of large, huge, or gigantic in this context.

7. While the first sign was not explicitly identified, the second sign is identified for us later in this same chapter.  Rev. 12:9

8. Once again, interpreters have noted that the image of the great dragon has a complex background in history and that it was known to almost every ancient culture.

9. It was familiar to the Jewish culture and was also found in the Sumerian, Indian, Greek, Hittite, Egyptian, and many other cultures.

10. While modern men have not seen a dragon, all cultures have the emblem in their religions, heraldry, and art as a symbol of evil; this suggests that there is a kernel of truth to the supposition that dragons may have existed at one time.

11. Throughout the ancient Near East, the sea monster symbolized the war between good and evil, between the gods and chaos, which is how it is to be understood here.

12. The mythology surrounding the creature known as the dragon does indeed have a kernel of truth and is a very fitting symbol for the Devil.

13. Since this symbolism is almost universal, one can only conclude that the truths of the angelic conflict were revealed to humanity before the dispersion from Babel and taken into the various cultures that come out of the dispersion.

14. As has often been the case, the truth was corrupted by negative volition and the dragon motif was changed and adapted to the various cultural myths of the world.

15. Generally speaking, the dragon was a serpent or sea monster and was usually viewed as an enemy of a god or gods; in Canaan, it symbolized all the serpent gods that were enemies of Baal, in Egypt Apep was constantly battling against the sun god and creator, Ra.

16. Homer uses this word to refer to a great monster with three heads that ate poisonous herbs and waited for its prey while coiled like a serpent.

17. It is intriguing to note that the Greek term dra,kwn (drakon—dragon) is used to translate a number of Hebrew terms.

a. In Exodus 7:9 it is used to translate the term !yNIT; (tanniyn), which is translated as serpent.

b. In Psalm 74:13, the same term is translated as sea monsters.
c. It is used to translate the Hebrew term !t'y"w>li (liw yathan), and the New American Standard translates it as Leviathan.  Ps. 73:14

1.) That same Leviathan is described in Isaiah 27:1 as the fleeing and twisted serpent.
d. Job 20:16 uses the same Greek term to translate the Hebrew !t,P, (pethen—cobra, venomous serpent).

e. It is used to translate the term vx'n" (nachash—serpent).  Job 26:13

18. Charles notes that in the Old Testament this monster is viewed as the chief enemy of God under such titles as Rahab (Isa. 51:9), Leviathan, and the Serpent.

19. The Greek term was used to denote a monstrous reptile serpent or dragon of huge size, and came to be used as a figurative expression for Satan.

20. It is only used in this book in the New Testament, and all 13 times it refers to Satan.  Rev. 12:9, 20:2

21. The idea behind this identification is the fierce and evil sea monster/serpent that resided unseen in the depths of the seas and posed a very real threat to mankind.

22. This dragon is something that obviously arrested John’s attention as seen in the use of the interjection behold.
23. This formidable sign of the dragon is now described as being red in color, which is designed to communicate a particular truth about the nature of this sign.

24. The only other time the color red is mentioned in this book is found in Revelation 6:4, which deals with the red horse and the obvious teaching regarding open warfare.

25. Many have identified red as symbolizing Satan’s character as a murderer (based on the red color of blood), but it seems best to identify this more with the concept of war and the shedding of blood in armed conflict.

26. The principles of warfare and murder may both be in view since this dragon is engaged in conflict with the woman and willing to kill all that oppose him.  Jn. 8:44

27. His murderous rage is clearly depicted in the latter portions of this chapter.  Rev. 12:12,17

28. The dragon is now described as having seven heads, which is quite consistent with mythological traditions that existed among the Jews and others.

a. In Ugaritic mythology, the serpent Lotan had seven heads.

b. Hercules destroyed the Hydra, which also had multiple heads (3,5,7,8,9 or more).

c. In Japanese legend, Susano killed the dragon that had eight heads.

29. As we saw in Daniel (7:6), the heads on a creature symbolize political divisions, which is further confirmed by the last portion of verse 3 and the reference to the seven diadems.
30. While there are two Greek words that are translated crowns, the term dia,dhma (diadema-crown) refers to the band or crown worn around the head as a sign of royalty.

31. Crowns are seen elsewhere in this book as a symbol of God’s sovereignty, which has been vested in Jesus Christ.  Rev. 19:12

32. Therefore, one is correct in understanding that the world powers under the influence of evil are in contrast and conflict with the fundamental right of God as the creator of the world to rule over His creation.

33. The fact that the heads represent kingdoms is further confirmed by the explanation that is provided later in this book, which equates the heads with mountains and kings.  Rev. 17:9-10

34. While that passage is to be interpreted with respect to the Antichrist, the principles of interpreting signs or symbols is, or should be, quite consistent.

35. These seven kingdoms are nations that are particularly close to Satan and his plan, which is to combat the woman (Israel) and thwart the birth of the male child, and were used mightily by him.

36. These seven kingdoms in history, which are particularly anti-Semitic and actively involved in persecuting the Jews, are Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, and the Revived Roman Empire (EU).

37. It is interesting to note that each of these nations that came under satanic influence had (or will have) a period of success in their attacks on Israel, but all will ultimately come to nothing. 

38. As we will see, the satanic plan to prevent the birth of the male child was not successful in spite of the various tactics used.

a. The slaughter of the males under Egypt did not succeed in stopping the line of Christ.  Ex. 2:16-17

b. The captivities under Assyria (the Northern Kingdom), Babylon, and Medo-Persia did not cause a break in the line of Messiah.

c. The forced Hellenization under the Greek (Seleucid) rulers did not keep the child from being born.

d. Herod’s murder of all males under two years of age during the Roman rule did not succeed.

39. We do not have to hazard any guess as to the significance of the 10 horns, which logically were located on one of the seven heads, since that is also defined for us later in this book.  Rev. 17:12

40. These ten horns represent the final ten rulers of the RRE, which also correspond to the ten toes of the gigantic statue of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.  Dan. 2:40-44

41. In effect, there is a chronological flow of history seen in these seven heads, which culminates in the final kingdom and the international confederacy of ten nations in the last days, just as there was with the gigantic statue of Nebuchadnezzar.

42. It is during this time of maximum evil and rejection of the rule of God that the kingdom of Messiah will be established on the planet.  Dan. 2:44

43. Therefore, this formidable sign is not only designed to point to the personal being known as Satan, it is designed to instruct the believer as to how he chooses to operate in human history via political powers, which will culminate in the RRE.

44. From the description of the dragon in verse 3, we now move to his activity in verse 4, which is revealed to have both a heavenly and an earthly component.

45. The heavenly component is seen in his activity of sweeping away the stars and casting them to the earth.

46. Again, this is a sign to point to something else and not a situation in which the literal stars are cast to the earth, which would not survive such an impact.

47. Many interpreters have recognized the difficulties of interpreting the first portion of verse 4 and there have been four major views advanced over the years.

a. Mounce believes that this has no special meaning and is simply reporting a great spectacle enacted in the sky.  If it has no meaning, why is it recorded?
b. Malina believes it is an astrological drama, with the planets going to war against he stars, resulting in a shower of falling stars.  I hope none of them actually hit the earth!
c. Johnson and Beale believe that the imagery from Daniel 8:10 means that the stars are not heavenly beings but the earthly people of God who are trampled by Satan and his followers.  This is based on a misinterpretation of Daniel; the stars there are angels, not people.
d. The correct view sees this as picturing the original war in Heaven, when Satan and one-third of the angels rebelled against God and established their headquarters on planet earth.

48. As has been the case previously, the stars are symbolic for angelic beings (a regular feature of both the Old Testament and New Testament) that will lose (have lost) their positions.  Job 38:7; Isa. 14:13; Rev. 6:13

49. The language of the first part of verse 4 may imply a victory of sorts for the dragon, as he seems to do as he pleases with the stars in view and casts/throws them down to the earth.

50. The Greek term su,rw (suro—swept away) is used only 5 times in the New Testament and is a strong verb that pictures someone or something being dragged away and always for a negative purpose.  Jn. 21:8; Acts 8:3, 14:19, 17:6

51. In a similar fashion, this aggressive activity by the dragon that involves dragging the stars to the earth is designed to point to the origins of the angelic conflict when Satan convinced one-third of the angels that his thinking was correct.

52. Specifically, it focuses on the angelic conflict from the perspective of Satan, who is viewed as actively using his power (the tail) to remove a third of the stars from their position.  

53. While this does not address the concept of volition, which views all creatures as being responsible for their actions, it clearly indicates that Satan’s viewpoint was the first cause of these stars being cast to the earth.

54. The secondary cause among those that accepted and cooperated with Satan’s viewpoint was the negative volition of those angels that chose to follow him as he established his kingdom on this very planet.

55. God judged Satan and the angels involved for their negative volition and the planet suffered cursing by association, with the condition described in Genesis 1:2 as the result.

56. Chronologically, what we are studying in Revelation 12:4 would be placed between the original creation and the situation of the earth being without form and void of inhabitants.
57. Some have attempted to make this event simultaneous with the event that is recorded later in this chapter, thus placing it in Daniel's 70th week, but that interpretation does not address the voice of the verbs involved.  Rev. 12:9 

a. The active voice is used of both verbs swept away and cast in verse 4, indicating that the dragon is the subject.

b. Verse 9 uses the same verb cast, but in the passive voice to indicate that another agent (Michael and his angels) is in view and not the dragon.

c. The fact that they are called his angels indicates that they had already come under his spell.

58. While the phrase the stars of heaven was used regularly in the Old Testament as a way of denoting an innumerable multitude, it is not so used here.  Gen. 26:4; Deut. 1:10

59. It is used here as a precise indicator of the number of angels that became involved in Satan’s rebellion.

60. The second aspect of the dragon’s agenda is related to the woman and her seed as seen in the latter portion of verse 4.

61. The perfect tense of i[sthmi (histemi—stand), which some alternately parse as an imperfect, is designed to stress the fact that the dragon made this priority number one and was not moving from this position before the child was born.

62. The present participial phrase that is translated about to give birth focuses our attention on the time just prior to the actual birth of Jesus Christ, when the nation was under Roman domination.
63. The participle me,llw (mello—about to) has been used a number of times in this book and very often does not express immediacy in terms of time as much as it expresses intention, certainty, or inevitability.

64. However, given the obvious fact that the woman is in labor as seen in verse 2, the term should be taken here as emphasizing the nearness of the event in view.

65. The final portion of the verse contains a purpose clause that uses figurative language to describe the dragon’s attempt to kill the newborn infant.

66. The verb katesqi,w (katesthio—eat up, devour) is used of that which is literally eaten (Matt. 13:4), but is also used figuratively of things that are destroyed or consumed.  Rev. 11:5

67. By interpretation, this portion of the verse focuses on Satan’s activities following the birth of Messiah that were designed to destroy/neutralize him by any means.

a. The first attempt came through Herod.  Matt. 2:16

b. The next attempt that we know of came from Satan himself.  Matt. 4:1-10

c. Various attempts were made on the life of Christ during the years of His earthly ministry.  Matt. 26:4; Lk. 13:31; Jn. 5:18, 7:1, 11:53

68. However, none of his attempts were successful and Jesus Christ ultimately was crucified by the determined plan and foreknowledge of God and became the Savior of the world.  Acts 2:23

69. In a final point, the significance of the dragon in the constellations of the heavens is quite important and is designed to portray the history of Satan for all to learn.

70. The constellation Draco (which is located in the Northern Hemisphere and is portrayed as the twisted serpent) is quite interesting since it has a number of features that are germane to the doctrines relating to Satan.

a. The constellation is located around the North Pole, is a long figure, and covers a large part of the northern sky.

b. Thuban (alpha Draconis) was once the pole star, which apparently changed at the flood, but has been replaced by the North Star.

c. This is a sign to teach the reality of the fall of Satan from his original position in God’s plan and his replacement.

d. [image: image1.png]


The constellation of Hercules lies just to the east of Draco, and some cartographers actually draw the figure of Hercules with his foot on the head of the dragon.  Gen. 3:15

71. The constellation Hydra, which is viewed as a multiple-headed serpent that resides in the sea, stretches one-third of the way around the Equator and also has a number of fascinating features.

a. It is not surprising to find out that in the night sky Hydra appears at the same time as Virgo does.

b. It is pictured as the female serpent (Hydra), the mother and author of all evil, and the name has the significant meaning he is abhorred.

c. The brightest star in the constellation is Alphard, which comes from the Arabic al-Fard al-Shuda, and means the serpent's solitary heart.

d. It covers about one-third of the zodiac, which some equate with the third mentioned in verse 4.

e. This constellation is situated just below Leo (the Lion from the tribe of Judah), whose feet are over the head of Hydra, the great Serpent, and just about to descend upon it and crush it.

f. The other two constellations associated with Hydra are Crater, the cup, and Corvus, the raven.

g. These are designed to communicate the wrath of God on the serpent, and the birds of prey devouring the vanquished foe.

12:5 And she gave birth to a son, a male, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne.  {kai, (cc)--ti,ktw (viaa--3s)--ui`o,j (n-am-s)--a;rshn (ap-am-s) textual variant here, neut. or masc. lit. the male sex--o[j (aprnm-s)--me,llw (vipa--3s+) again, does not emphasis the nearness of the event as much as the certainty--poimai,nw (+vnpa) comp.infin.--pa/j (a--an-p)--to. e;qnoj (n-an-p)—evn (pd)--r`a,bdoj (n-df-s) rod or staff--sidhrou/j (a--df-s) iron—kai, (cc)--a`rpa,zw (viap--3s) to seize, snatch, carry away--to. te,knon (n-nn-s) interesting use of teknon here, Jesus Christ was certainly not a child when He was taken to Heaven--auvto,j (npgf3s)--pro,j (pa)--o` qeo,j (n-am-s)--kai, (cc)--pro,j (pa)--o` qro,noj (n-am-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)}
12:6 And the woman fled into the wilderness where she had a place prepared by God, so that there she might be nourished for one thousand two hundred and sixty days.  {kai, (cc)--h` gunh, (n-nf-s)--feu,gw (viaa--3s) to flee, to seek safety from danger—eivj (pa)--h` e;rhmoj (ap-af-s)--o[pou (abr)--e;cw (vipa--3s) lit. she has—evkei/ (ab) redundant, there--to,poj (n-am-s)--e`toima,zw (vprpam-s) perf. had been prepared or made--avpo, (pg)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--i[na (cs)--evkei/ (ab) there--tre,fw (vspa--3p) to feed, to provide for, to nourish, support or sustain, note 3p verb--auvto,j (npaf3s)--h`me,ra (n-af-p)--ci,lioi (a-caf-p)--diako,sioi (a-caf-p)--e`xh,konta (a-caf-p)}

Exposition vs. 5-6

1. The attempts of the dragon to thwart the birth of the child were clearly not successful and this verse introduces a summary statement of the fact that the child was brought forth.

2. The woman is the Jewish nation and the Son is the Lord Jesus Christ, whose destiny it is to rule the nations with a rod of iron.  Isa. 9:6-7

3. As we pointed out previously, the language here is intentionally redundant to stress the unique nature of the son in question.

4. When one gives birth to a son he is automatically male, yet the adjective a;rsen (arsen) is used here to denote the male sex as opposed to a qh/luj (thelus—female).  Mat. 19:4

5. There is a textual variant here, which provides some difficulty since some manuscripts have a neuter form of male when one would expect the adjective to be masculine to agree with the term son.
6. However, the majority text favors the masculine reading, which suggests that the neuter was introduced as a copyists error.

7. The section that follows should be understood as being parenthetic and the flow of the sentence is actually continued with the phrase and her child was caught up.
8. There can be little doubt that Satan knew the prophecies respecting the coming Messiah and was well aware of the fact that he was going to be displaced by a human male.  Ps. 2:7-9, 8:4-6

9. This unique male would restore the world to its intended state by taking His rightful authority under God and reclaiming the earth as His dominion.  Gen. 1:26; Isa. 9:6-7; Rev. 11:15

10. It is clear from this verse, which is an obvious reference to Psalm 2:8, that the Son in view has a destiny that involves complete supremacy over all the nations of planet earth.

11. Once again, the verb me,llw (mello—about to) is used to denote the certainty of His reign more than the immediacy of His reign.

12. In fact, the clause may be translated by the phrase who is destined to rule the nations with a rod of iron without doing any injustice to the meaning.

13. This verse is somewhat characteristic of prophetic writings in that the time element is secondary to the message of the passage.

14. The jump from the birth of the special male to His ultimate destiny leaves out everything including His life, death, resurrection, and the intervening Church Age.

15. The historic reality of the birth of Messiah in 3 BC skips over more than two millennia of history and focuses on the initial establishment of the Millennial Kingdom and His subsequent worldwide rule.

16. His jurisdiction will far exceed that which Satan ever successfully exercised as seen in the contrast between the seven crowns on the dragons heads and the many crowns of Messiah.  Rev. 12:3, 19:12

17. The universal extent of His dominion is further documented by the use of the adjective pa/j (pas—all), which indicates that no nation will be exempt from His government.

18. There is an interesting contrast that may not come through in the New American Standard, which involves the juxtaposition of the verb poimai,nw (poimaino—to shepherd, to rule) with the phrase with a rod of iron.
19. Normally, one has an image of a shepherd with a staff leading his gentle flock to water and pasture with a minimum of effort.

20. However, this shepherd will initially be dealing with the rebellious nations of the world and his first action will involve shattering those nations with His rod of iron.  Ps. 2:9

21. This is analogous to the event that is described in the book of Daniel about the large statue being struck on its feet and the entire image collapsing into dust.  Dan. 2:34-35

22. This prophecy teaches that Jesus Christ (the stone cut out without hands) will destroy all world kingdoms at the Second Advent and assume His rightful place as the Ruler of the nations.  Dan. 2:44-45

23. This is the subject of a number of passages in Scripture that either look forward to this time or plead for God to make it a reality.  Ps. 59:5, 82:8; Isa. 14:26-27, 34:1-2; Jere. 30:11; Obad. 1:15-16

24. The phrase a rod of iron is used to denote that which is hard and inflexible, characterized by a strength and power that one cannot effectively withstand.

25. The issue after Jesus Christ establishes His kingdom on planet earth will simply be whether individuals and nations are going to obey Him under the laws of Divine Establishment.

26. If they do not, He will not employ the politically correct methods used today that do not bring or maintain peace. 

27. He will not plead, debate, offer compromises, or treaties, He will simply enforce what is right without respect of persons, resulting in those that do not obey becoming a warning to those who would.  

28. The irony in all this is that what sounds so harsh and merciless on the surface is the only method that will bring universal peace to the world!

29. That is true of many doctrines that appear to be harsh, unloving, or difficult on the surface; the application of them brings peace to the believer, while rejection of them brings increased difficulties.

30. His government will consist of resurrected Church age believers that will rule specific nations and cities of His kingdom according to the principles of righteousness.  Lk. 19:11ff; Rev. 2:26-27

31. His rule in Israel will apparently be administered by the twelve apostles, who were promised specific positions of rulership during the Millennium.  Matt. 19:28; Rev. 20:4a

32. At this point we resume the actual flow of the sentence and are informed that the child was taken to Heaven and given a place either on the throne of God or at His right hand.

33. Some have expressed dismay over the way John records this information since it seems to imply that Jesus ascends into heaven immediately following his birth.

34. This is not intended to be a complete narrative of the history of the Messiah; it simply focuses on the inability of the dragon to derail the plan of God through His Son.

35. As Swete and Beckwith have noted, “John focuses on the ascension to show that the vigilance of the Dragon was futile; and far from being destroyed, the child enjoys a portion of God’s throne.”
36. There is no doubt that these words move us from the historical fact of the birth of the Son to the historical fact of His ascension and session.

37. Although the earthly life and death of Christ are not mentioned, this assumes the historic facts of the cross and the resurrection, which were both necessary for Christ to defeat Satan and rule on the earth. Jn. 12:31-33; Heb. 2:14

38. It is another good example of the fact that the readers of Scripture are expected to have a particular frame of reference that will allow them to fill in the facts that have been omitted in an instance like this one.

39. It is not necessary for the author of a particular passage to include, or even attempt to include, all the things that are germane to what is being discussed.

40. The focus here is simply on the historical facts of the birth and ascension of the Son, which culminates in the subject of the persecution of the woman, and explains why the dragon alters his agenda.

41. The verb a`rpa,zw (harpazo) means to claim something for oneself and then to seize what is claimed and carry it off, with force if necessary.  Matt. 12:29; Jn. 6:15

42. It is used here to demonstrate the overwhelming power of God to protect and deliver from even the most powerful and horrifying evil that Satan can muster.

43. The final phrase of verse 5 indicates that this unique Son was not only taken to Heaven, but was granted a portion in the throne of God Himself.  Rev. 3:21; Heb. 1:13

44. The transition from verse 5 to verse 6 has caught the attention of many interpreters, who readily acknowledge the fact that the dragon would turn his attention to the woman who brought forth the feared and hated child.

45. The preterist view (Chilton, Ford, Mounce) see the flight of Christian believers from the siege of Jerusalem to Pella in 66 AD, as recounted by Eusebius.

46. The idealist view (Hendriksen, Hughes, Beale) believe it describes God watching over the church today in the midst of persecution; Beale argues that the 1260 days begins with the death of Christ and would extend through October, 36 AD.

47. This poses a huge problem since there is no evidence of any wholesale departure of the existing church during this time in the book of Acts.

48. As some interpreters have concluded, “the futurist view is primary here, describing the final portion of human history, when Satan and his agents lead the final terrible persecution, as seen in Rev. 11:13-13:18”  Osborne, BECNT, Revelation
49. While they still insist on making this the church and not Israel, they are correct in placing this event during Daniel's 70th week and not in some other portion of history.

50. Again, we see the prophetic word jump from the time of the ascension in 33 AD to the final half of Daniel's 70th week with no discernable textual marker.

51. The concept of fleeing persecution, which is only implied in our verse but made explicit in verse 13, is nothing new for believers under satanic attack.  Matt. 2:13, 24:16

52. However, it should be noted that the verb feu,gw (pheugo—flee) is often used of seeking safety from danger by fleeing to another place.

53. It would not be unexpected for those familiar with the Old Testament to call to mind the testing that the Jewish people endured in the wilderness, during which time that were also cared for by God.  Ex. 16:32; Deut. 1:31, 8:2-4; Ps. 78:52-53

54. In fact, this motif of care in the desert stemming from the Exodus became a common theme, as seen in the case of David (ISam. 23:14-15), Elijah (Kings 19:3-6), and even Jesus.  Mk. 1:12-13

55. There are Old Testament prophecies that relate the restoration of Israel in similar terms of God’s care in the wilderness.  Hos. 2:14; Ezek. 20:33-38

56. In the Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, Kittel recounts a Jewish tradition that flight into the e;rhmoj (eremos—desert) will initiate the coming of the final kingdom, which provides the background to what is happening here.

57. In fact, what we have detailed here is the fulfillment of what Jesus commanded of Jewish believers in Matthew 24:15-20, which is to begin when Antichrist takes his place in the Temple and declares that he is God.  IIThess. 2:4

58. Three distinct things are noted about the desert or wilderness to which Jewish believers will flee beginning at the middle of Daniel's 70th week.

59. The first is that this is no afterthought on God’s part; the perfect participle of e`toima,zw (hetoimazo) indicates that God has made previous plans and provided what was necessary during this time.

60. Second, the purpose for the flight of the woman is seen in the clause that is introduced by i[na (hina—in order that) and relates to God’s providential care for His people.

61. The verb tre,fw (trepho) is used 9 times in the New Testament, and is used of God providing what the birds need (Matt. 6:26), of a mother nursing a baby (Lk. 23:29), and has the force of nourishing and providing what one needs for life.

62. The present tense of the verb stresses the ongoing action of God’s provision and continual care during the time in view.

63. Therefore, she is not only protected physically from the assaults of the dragon, she is provided all that is necessary to continue to live under this attack.

64. Further, since these Jews flee to their haven at the middle of Daniel's 70th week, it seems likely that this word may also imply protection from the six trumpet judgments.

65. It should be noted that the verb is actually a third person plural and says that they might nourish her there, and while the plural subject is never identified, it is obvious that they function on behalf of God, Who prepared the place for her in the desert.

66. Some have suggested that the plural subjects are angels and that they will supernaturally provide food and water for the Jews in a manner similar to which the manna and quail were provided in the wilderness.

67. The third obvious factor relates to the chronological note that limits the time of this protection and provision to 1,260 days.

68. The time in view is the last half of Daniel's 70th week and corresponds to the time, times, and half a time mentioned in verse 14, confirming that these years contain 360 days each.

69. While we are not here told how the woman flees, how she knows when to flee, how she knows where to flee, etc. this will be addressed in more detail in verse 14.

Doctrine of Mercilessness
12:7 And war occurred in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon. And the dragon and his angels waged war,  {kai, (cc)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--po,lemoj (n-nm-s) armed conflict, war, normally used of extended warfare—evn (pd)--o` ouvrano,j (n-dm-s)--o` Micah,l (n-nm-s)--kai, (cc)--o` a;ggeloj (n-nm-p)--auvto,j (npgm3s) his in what sense?--o` (dgns+)  poleme,w (vnaag)--meta, (pg)--o` dra,kwn (n-gm-s)--kai, (cc)--o` dra,kwn (n-nm-s)--poleme,w (viaa--3s)--kai, (cc)—o` a;ggeloj (n-nm-p)--auvto,j (npgm3s)}
12:8 and they were not strong enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven.  {kai, (ch)—ouv (qn)--ivscu,w (viaa--3s)--ouvde, (cc)--to,poj (n-nm-s)--eu`ri,skw (viap--3s)--auvto,j (npgm3p)--e;ti (ab) yet, still—evn (pd)--o` ouvrano,j (n-dm-s)}

12:9 And the great dragon was thrown down, the ancient serpent who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.  {kai, (ch) Now--ba,llw (viap--3s)--o` dra,kwn (n-nm-s)--o` me,gaj (a--nm-s)--o` o;fij (n-nm-s) 14X, a serpent, fig. of someone that is cunning and wise--o` avrcai/oj (a--nm-s) that which is ancient or old, what existed long ago--o` (dnms+) kale,w (vpppnm-s)--dia,boloj (ap-nm-s) lit. one that casts through, a slanderer, a backbiter, a false accuser--kai, (cc)--o` Satana/j (n-nm-s) adversary, enemy--o` (dnms+) plana,w (vppanm-s) actively, to lead astray, to cause one to wander off, to deceive--o` oivkoume,nh (n-af-s) lit. the inhabited part of earth, those dwelling there, mankind, humanity--o[loj (a--af-s)--ba,llw (viap--3s)—eivj (pa)—h` gh/ (n-af-s)--kai, (cc)--o` a;ggeloj (n-nm-p)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--meta, (pg)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--ba,llw (viap--3p)}
Exposition vs. 7-9

1. There are two distinct subjects found in the verses that follow; the first subject deals with the battle between the dragon and his forces and the forces of God, and the second deals with the response of those in heaven to the angelic victory.

2. This chapter makes it quite clear that we should never lose sight of the fact that we are experiencing the effects of a great, unseen battle between the angelic forces of God and those of Satan.

3. We know from verse 4 that the angelic forces have been split into thirds, with one-third embracing the viewpoint of Satan and the other two-thirds remaining loyal to God, as seen in the tail removing a third of the stars.

4. That brings us to the first question that must be addressed in our verses, and that deals with the chronological placement of this war.

5. We are simply provided a general statement without any elaboration that indicates that warfare became a reality at some point in Heaven.

6. The use of the verb gi,nomai (ginomai—to become) is designed to demonstrate an entrance into a new state; when it is used of events, it can be translated arise, come about, or in this case, broke out in Heaven.
7. Some have suggested (Osborne) that the war occurred in the past and that our verses are designed to be an elaboration on the information in verse 4.

a. Some (Bock) see Jesus’ statement about Satan falling like lightning from Heaven as referencing the battle and expulsion in view in our verses.  Lk. 10:18

b. There are numerous intertestamental writings that indicate that this expulsion occurred at original creation, with the defeat of Leviathan.

c. Other non-canonical writings place this warfare and expulsion from Heaven at the time of the angelic infiltration of Genesis 6.  Jub. 5:1ff; IEnoch 10:4ff

d. The apocryphal book of Adam and Eve has Satan informing Adam that God cast him forth at the time of Adam’s creation.  Adam & Eve 13:1ff

8. However, any view that has Satan permanently ejected from Heaven before the creation or fall of man fails to take into account that Satan and his angels have had access to the third Heaven during human history.  Job 1; Rev. 12:8

9. In fact, many interpreters simply misunderstand the falls of Satan and confuse them; however, Satan’s very history can be summarized by the term fallen.

a. His first fall from perfection came at the moment he demonstrated negative volition and manufactured the first sin of pride.  Ezek. 28:12,15

b. His second fall consisted of his demotion from the throne room of God (which may have been on the earth) when he was cast forth as being profane.  Ezek. 28:16b

1.) The phrase holy mountain is used some 21 times in the Old Testament, and always appears to refer to Mount Zion.  Ps. 2:6; Isa. 11:9; Ezek. 20:40; Dan. 9:16

c. His third fall will come at the middle of Daniel's 70th week, when he will be denied further access to Heaven and confined to planet earth.  Rev. 9:1, 12:7-9,12

d. His fourth fall will come at the beginning of the Millennium when he will be bound and cast into the abyss for 1000 years.  Rev. 20:1-3

e. His final fall will come at the end of the Millennium following the Gog/Magog rebellion when he will be permanently confined to the lake of fire.  Rev. 20:10

f. He will spend eternity in that prison, being the most despised, and abased creature there.  Isa. 14:9-11,15-17

10. Therefore, while Satan has a number of falls in his history, the final ejection from Heaven in what is in view here and must be placed at the end of human history as we will document.

11. While we are not specifically told when this war broke out (or will break out), several clues point us to a time within Daniel's 70th week.

12. The first important fact, as we have stated, is that there is evidence that Satan has had access to the third Heaven following his first and second falls.  Job 1:6, 2:1

13. The second is that the clear reading of verse 8 indicates that they have had a place in heaven that was taken away from them at some point.

14. That point must be related to the woman when one considers that her flight only comes as a result of the sudden persecution instigated by the dragon after he is confined to planet earth.  Rev. 12:6,13-14

15. There is little doubt among interpreters (even among those that have their dispensations confused) that the final 3½ years of human history is the time in view for the woman’s flight.

16. Third, verse 10 indicates that Satan has been in the presence of God for the purpose of accusing believers and that this access is not denied until the time of this battle.  

17. That certainly indicates that this ejection was not prior to human history when Satan fell from his original position of holiness since there were no believers to be accused at that time.

18. Lastly, the fact that the Devil is confined to the earth is designed as a chronological signal to him, and to us as well, that he has only a brief time left to pursue his agenda.  Rev. 12:12

19. Based on these compelling facts, we have to place the defeat and 3rd demotion of Satan at, or just before, the middle of Daniel's 70th week.

20. Many have recognized that the sentence structure is grammatically clumsy/strange/obscure in the Greek, with the subjects of the infinitive being found in the nominative case and not the accusative of general reference, as we would normally expect.

21. The articular infinitive of poleme,w (polemeo—wage war) does not appear to be connected to anything in this verse when we would expect to find it connected with a finite verb.

22. This has led a number of translators to supply an elided verb like began/had to, etc. since this is an active infinitive.

23. This infinitive could be classified as one of result, but this still does not explain the nominative case of the subjects.

24. Alternately, this could be classified as the cause of the warfare breaking out and would be translated war broke out in heaven because Michael and his angels went to war with the dragon…
25. However, this infinitive clause is very unusual (at this point I know of no other construction in the Bible like it) and is actually in apposition to the noun po,lemoj (polemos—war) and defines the character or nature of the war in view.

26. This brings us to the second issue in this passage, which deals with the warfare, the nature of it, and who started the fighting.

27. The natural reading here suggests that the warfare will be instigated by Michael and His forces with the express purpose of ejecting the dragon and his angels from heaven.  Rev. 12:8

28. The consequence of Michael and his angels attacking the dragon in order to remove him from Heaven resulted in him mobilizing his forces and fighting the aggressors.

29. It is interesting that Michael is pictured as the aggressor here since he has typically been pictured as being somewhat passive when it comes to dealing with Satan.  Jude 1:9

30. However, Michael has now been given the freedom by God to act against his enemy and remove him from among the inhabitants of Heaven.

31. Profile of Michael.

a. His name is a composition of an interrogative pronoun, a preposition, and the Hebrew term for God and means who is like God?
b. His name poses a rhetorical question that demands a negative answer, which constantly stands as a rebuke to Satan and his pre-fall boast.  Isa. 14:14

c. He is identified as one of the chief princes, indicating that there are other angels of his rank, but we are not told how many.  Dan. 10:13

d. He is called the great prince in Daniel 12:1, which sets forth his function as Israel’s chief protector in the angelic conflict.

e. We know that he has had at least one previous encounter with Satan when they disputed about the disposition of the body of Moses.  Jude 1:9

32. When Michael and his angels attack the dragon and eject him and his forces from Heaven, this explicitly defines for us the general statement of Daniel 12:1 that Michael will arise.
33. We can correctly link this angelic warfare and displacing of Satan and his demons from Heaven with the time of distress such as never occurred.

34. Some have suggested that this cosmic warfare will take place over some months and the inhabitants of the earth will observe celestial phenomena to alert them to it.  Lk. 21:25

35. We are not told of the exact nature of the warfare, but only can only surmise that it was a matter of hand to hand combat.

36. We are told the precise results of the battle and John records that the dragon and his forces did not have sufficient strength to withstand Michael and his army and were forcibly ejected from Heaven.

37. Many interpreters have recognized that this passage clearly indicates that Satan and his angels had unrestricted access to Heaven before this point.

38. Based on the words of Jesus Christ in John 12:31, some have wrongly concluded that this battle took place in the past and came as a result of Jesus’ tactical victory on the cross and subsequent resurrection.

39. This ignores the fact that he uses a future tense for the verb cast out and that he is dealing with the issue as related to the cosmos and not to his position in Heaven.

40. While it is not explicitly translated in the New American Standard, the adverb e;ti (eti) is used of time and has the force of something that went on formerly, but now a different state of things exists or has come into being.

41. The implication with the negative ouvde. (oude—and not, neither) is that the place they had in Heaven has been summarily withdrawn, and on a permanent basis.

42. While Michael has complied with God’s purposes for Satan and allowed him to do as he pleases, the time has come when he finally gets to do what he has undoubtedly longed to do for some time; he gets to boot Satan out of Heaven.

43. Verse 9 provides us with four distinctive names for the individual angel in view, who is clearly the focal point of the ejection, with his angels being cursed by association with his viewpoint.

44. It is interesting to note that the Bible does not ever use the pre-fall name given to Satan except in the passage that deals with his attempt to usurp God.  Isa. 14:12 lleyhe (heylel—shining one, giving light)

45. The first appellation is that of the great dragon, which views Lucifer in his character as the enemy of God, the monstrous dragon of great size and power that opposes all that is good, constantly engaged in conflict with the Creator.

46. The second title given to Lucifer (the Latin rendering of the Hebrew heylel), is that of the ancient serpent, which is a phrase that clearly identifies Satan with the serpent that deceived Eve and brought about the fall of mankind.  Gen. 3:1

47. The concept of the serpent is found extensively in the religious practices of the ancient world, which viewed the serpent as a source of esoteric wisdom, craftiness, divinity, eternity, renewal, and resurrection.

48. However, ancient religions do not accurately reflect the character of Satan, which is very much like that of the serpent in Genesis, as he promises great knowledge, deceives his human victims, and ultimately has a poisonous bite that is fatal.  Jn. 8:44

49. The next name that is given to the open and avowed enemy of God and man is that of the Devil, which is derived from the Greek term dia,boloj (diabolos) and literally means to throw or cast through.

50. This focuses on the activity of Satan as he engages in false accusations, slander, backbiting and malicious gossip against both God and the elect.  Job 1:9-11, 2:4-5; Jn. 8:44

51. This activity will be dealt with more thoroughly in the exposition of verse 10, as he consistently engages in accusing our brothers.  Rev. 12:10

52. The final designation used for this creature is that of Satana/j (satanas), which literally denotes an adversary, one that is in continual opposition to God and the best interests of mankind.

53. The means of his opposition are cleverly devised deceptions  (IICor. 2:11), impersonation (IICor. 11:14), withstanding God’s plan by any means available (IThess. 2:18), mimicking the power of God via false miracles, signs, or wonders (IIThess. 2:9), and even possession.  Jn. 13:27

54. The purpose and ultimate result of Satan’s stratagems is found in the participial phrase that follows, which is the deception of the entire world of humanity.

55. The Greek verb plana,w (planao) in an active sense means to lead astray, to cause one to wander (Matt. 18:12), and figuratively to mislead, deceive, or to cause one to hold a wrong view and thus be in error.

56. Unfortunately, we are told that the basic character of mankind under the STA all too easily makes such deception an almost universal reality.  IITim. 3:13

57. The object of the participle is the phrase oivkoume,nhn o[lhn  (oikoumenen holen—the whole world), which focuses on the inhabited part of the earth and denotes its inhabitants, mankind.

58. In this regard Satan does not express any partiality; he is ready willing and able to deceive every segment of humanity: male and female, rich and poor, slave and free, Jew and Gentile, noble and lowly, strong and weak, etc.

59. Certainly, his major focus is on deception with respect to the gospel, which condemns mankind to an eternity apart from God.  IICor. 4:3-4

60. Beyond that, Satan has had plenty of time to observe the human race, figure out what it is that appeals to the sin nature, and present it to mankind in such a way as to get them to readily embrace it.  Matt. 13:22

61. While the first portion of verse 9 simply stated that Satan was thrown down, the last portion of this verse tells us two distinct things.

a. He was cast down to planet earth and confined there for what is called a short time in verse 12, which refers to the final half of Daniel's 70th week.

b. He was not cast down alone; those angels that embraced his viewpoint and were loyal to him were similarly ejected from heaven and confined to the earth for the same period of time.

12:10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, who accuses them before our God day and night.  {kai, (cc)--avkou,w (viaa--1s)--fwnh, (n-af-s)--me,gaj (a--af-s)—evn (pd)--o` ouvrano,j (n-dm-s)--le,gw (vppaaf-s)--a;rti (ab) just now, at this very time--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--h` swthri,a (n-nf-s) salvation, deliverance--kai, (cc)--h` du,namij (n-nf-s)--kai, (cc)--h` basilei,a (n-nf-s)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--evgw, (npg-1p)--kai, (cc)--h` evxousi,a (n-nf-s)--o` Cristo,j (n-gm-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--o[ti (cs)--ba,llw (viap--3s)--o` kath,gwr (n-nm-s) possibly kathgoroj an accuser, a prosecuting attorney in the legal sense--o` avdelfo,j (n-gm-p)--evgw, (npg-1p)--o` (dnms+) kathgore,w (vppanm-s)--auvto,j (npam3p)--evnw,pion (pg)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--evgw, (npg-1p)--h`me,ra (n-gf-s)--kai, (cc)--nu,x (n-gf-s) genitives of time as per Rev. 4:8, 7:15}

12:11 "And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even to death.  {kai, (cc)--auvto,j (npnm3p) empathic, they themselves--nika,w (viaa--3p) to conquer, to win the victory--auvto,j (npam3s)--dia, (pa)--to. ai-ma (n-an-s)—to, avrni,on (n-gn-s)--kai, (cc)--dia, (pa)--o` lo,goj (n-am-s)—h` marturi,a (n-gf-s) witness, testimony--auvto,j (npgm3p)--

kai, (cc)—ouv (qn)--avgapa,w (viaa--3p)—h` yuch, (n-af-s) lit. soul, breath, life--auvto,j (npgm3p)--a;cri (pg) as far as, until--qa,natoj (n-gm-s) the sense is that they did not attempt to maintain their lives at any cost, they preferred death to compromise}
Exposition vs. 10-11

1. Following the battle between Michael and his angels against the dragon and his angels, an unidentified voice speaks from Heaven as to the significance of what has just transpired.

2. There is little doubt that this celebration statement here interprets the significance of the narrative that has just preceded.

3. Many have recognized that there are three distinct portions of this declaration, which includes the following:

a. Celebration of God’s deliverance in ejecting the dragon.

b. Celebration of the victory for those believers living in Daniel's 70th week.

c. The implications of Michael’s victory for those in Heaven and those on earth.

4. While it might initially seem that the speaker is singular (a loud voice), the context following employs a series of plurals to indicate that this is a single voice speaking for a unified group.

a. our God (2X).

b. our brethren.

5. For this reason some (Swete) have identified the voice as that of the 24 elders, while others (Charles, Kiddle, Thomas) have identified it as those that have been martyred during the first half of Daniel's 70th week.  

6. Still others (Beasley-Murray) suggest that the loud voice is more often employed by the angelic order (Rev. 5:2, 7:2, 10:3) and “the kinship between angels and the people of God is presumed in 22:9”
7. However, while angels are referred to in the Word of God as servants to positive volition, there is no passage that states that they have a familial relationship with believers.  Rev. 19:10, 22:9

a. Note that the angel never uses the pronoun our brethren.
b. Instead, he refers to others believers as your brethren.
8. Therefore, the speakers here have to be human and are distinguished from those who have been the objects of his accusations.  Rev. 12:10c

9. The most logical conclusion I can see is that the speakers are those that have experienced resurrection and are celebrating those that are still on planet earth and overcoming in the heat of the battle.

10. Their praise is introduced by the adverb a;rti (arti—now), which is only used twice in Revelation and can be used to denote the immediate present or very recent past.  Matt. 9:18; Jn. 2:10, 13:7

11. When this adverb is coupled with the verb gi,nomai (ginomai—become), it signifies a new state of affairs has come into existence.

12. In this case the new state of affairs is related to the four nouns that follow, which includes salvation, power, the kingdom, and authority.
13. Some have objected to this proclamation, stating that it is in contradiction to the very similar statement that was made in Revelation 11:15.

14. However, that argument is the result of their failed understanding of the chronology of this book and of Daniel's 70th week in general.

15. Further, as the site revelationcommentary.org has rightly noted, this proclamation deals with the beginning of a new phase of God’s reign in Heaven while the previous verse deals with the beginning of God’s reign on earth.

16. The first item mentioned is the Greek term swthri,a (soteria), which is generally translated salvation, but has the primary nuance of deliverance/rescue/preservation and must be interpreted in the context in which it is found.

17. As Aune has aptly stated, “the context of the heavenly battle between Michael and Satan, coupled with the use of the military imagery of verse 11 suggest that ‘victory’ would be a good translation”.
18. One must recognize that there are at least four times that God will conquer Satan in route to his final destination in the lake of fire.  

a. Christ won the first victory on the cross.  Jn. 12:31; Col. 2:15

b. The second victory is found in our passage and is won by Michael.  Rev. 12:10

c. The third victory occurs when Satan is bound and imprisoned for 1000 years.  Rev. 20:1-3

d. The final victory comes when he is permanently imprisoned in the lake of fire.  Rev. 20:10

19. On each of these occasions, the plan of God has come to a new experience in the drama of the kingdom of our God; nevertheless, one should not confuse the significance or timing of each.

20. The second term power refers to the portion of omnipotence that God uses (or allows to be used) in defeating the dragon and his forces.

21. While their power seems quite formidable from the human perspective, it is important to always recognize that God’s power surpasses Satan’s to the point that the Devil is actually impotent in the final analysis.

22. The third phrase the kingdom of our God does not deal with the establishment of His permanent kingdom, but with the beginning portion of that kingdom as it relates to Heaven and those in it.

23. In a sense, when Satan is ejected from Heaven for the final time the kingdom of God has entered into a new stage that it did not previously manifest.

24. This is the beginning of the elimination of evil, which will culminate in the final form of the kingdom as summarized in Revelation 21:3-5.

25. The last item deals with the authority of His Christ, which He has possessed since His exaltation and session, but which He has not begun to exercise fully until this time.  Dan. 7:13-14; Matt. 28:18; Eph. 1:20; IPet. 3:22

26. Even at the middle of Daniel's 70th week, we must recognize that this is just the beginning of the manifestation of these aspects of God’s plan, which will continue to be visible in greater and greater power as history moves to its conclusion.

27. Therefore, one should not interpret this verse as meaning that the full manifestation of God’s reign through Christ has arrived in its final form, only that it is just beginning.

28. The reason for the great rejoicing in Heaven is found in the clause introduced by o]ti (hoti-because), which relates the new phase of God’s plan to the expulsion of Satan from heaven.

29. Satan is here referred to on the basis of his activity as he is called the accuser of our brethren, linking the speakers with those that have been so recently maligned.

30. While there is a textual variant for the term translated accuser, it is minor and does not really affect the force of this since both terms mean an accuser.

31. The Greek term kath,goroj (kategoros—accuser), which is found in the vast majority of manuscripts, is a legal term that denoted a prosecutor in a court of law.

32. We observe Satan in this regard in the book of Job (accusing him of serving God only for his own self-interests) and attacking Joshua the high priest.  Job 1:6-12, 2:1-6; Zech. 3:1-2

33. Some have noted that in later Judaism Michael and Satan were often portrayed as legal opponents, with Michael acting as the advocate for the righteous.  

34. This is a distortion of the truth that Satan does act as an adversarial prosecutor in Heaven and Jesus Christ functions in the capacity of the defense attorney.  IJn. 2:1

35. While the accusations (or the basis for his accusations) are not provided, it is only logical that Satan attacks believers based on their violations of God’s righteousness.

36. He knows that when a person sins they have violated God’s perfect standards and judgment is in order.

37. Therefore he takes his place in Heaven attacking God by demanding that the standards of righteousness be upheld and that judgment be executed against those that have failed.

38. If God fails to act in judgment then He becomes a respecter of persons, fails to be righteous, and would forfeit His position as judge.

39. This would confirm Satan’s contentions that God is not righteous, loving, truthful, etc. and would force God to recuse Himself from any further cases and justify the appeal of Satan.

40. While we should all strive for personal righteousness in our lives, we must be very careful to leave the judging of others to God lest we find ourselves doing the work of Satan by attacking other believers.

41. In fact, if you occupy yourself with the self-judgment that is necessary on a daily basis, you will find that you have little time to concern yourself with the failures and sins of others.  ICor. 11:31-32

42. The reality is that we are not even aware of areas in which we are weak and have no doubt sinned and offended the sensibilities of others many times without being cognizant of it.  Ps. 19:12-14

43. One real danger in spiritual growth (at least at the adolescent stage) is that a believer gets enough doctrine to think he has become an expert on what everyone else needs to be doing, manifesting an arrogance that is not consistent with what doctrine actually promotes.  ICor. 8:1; James 3:13-18

44. This self-righteousness is in fact pseudo-righteousness, neither righteous nor just, as it unrighteously appropriates to one’s sin nature what is in fact only God’s right – that of judging people.  

45. While each person has the obligation to judge his thoughts, words and deeds (ICor, 11:28,31; 2 Cor.10:5), only God possesses all the facts necessary to judge persons.  

46. In our judgment, we must therefore make allowance for facts we do not possess, which not only should mandate caution, but also makes our judgments incomplete, often to the point where prudence demands that we withhold judgment altogether.

47. One very real technique that Satan constantly employs in local churches is the divide and conquer tactic that seeks to isolate believers from one another through strife, bitterness, unforgiveness, judging, etc.

48. This is why it is critical to recognize that we are all in the same family (like it or not), will fail in many ways, and have to always be ready to forgive and do all in our power to maintain the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.  Eph. 4:2-3; Heb. 12:15

49. Satan is tireless in his approach (since his eternal destiny is in the balance in his mind) and accuses believers before the throne of God day and night.
50. These are genitives of time and do not mean that he never does anything else; it does mean that this is an ongoing reality until he is ejected from the third Heaven.

51. Since Church Age believers are already in Heaven and his attacks have not thwarted the resurrection, the believers in view in verse 10, who have been the objects of Satan’s accusations, are the same group in view in verse 11 since there is no grammatical reason to suggest a change of subject.

52. Verse 11 introduces the three-fold reason why Satan’s accusations against believers are not ultimately successful and must be rejected by the Judge.

53. While we acknowledge that all believers are overcomers positionally by virtue of their position in Christ, we would contend that there is a Ph2 element to conquering in the Christian way of life, which many do not experience.

54. This verse provides the three necessary ingredients for a believer to be an overcomer in every sense of the word, beginning with the absolute necessity of Christ’s work on the cross.

55. The phrase the blood of the Lamb is a reference to the spiritual death of Christ on the cross from 12:00-3:00 PM when He was judged for all sins.

56. That is set forth here as the first and absolutely necessary event that allows people to come out victorious in the angelic conflict.

57. That sacrifice, which effectively paid the penalty for all sins, renders Satan’s objections and accusations null and void, since the righteous judgment has been executed on every sin that has or will be committed by men.

58. Once one believes in Jesus Christ and receives the gift of justification by faith, he is rendered positionally righteous and his sins are removed as a ground for any accusation or condemnation.  Rom. 8:1,31-34

59. The second aspect of their victory is seen in the phrase the word of their testimony/witness, which has the following features.
a. The preposition dia. is used with the accusative to denote the effective basis or cause for something and is translated because of just as it was in the phrase the blood of the Lamb.
b. The genitive testimony is a genitive of apposition and is used to define the word in view.
c. The next genitive their is a subjective genitive, which indicates that they are offering their witness.

60. As we pointed out in the beginning of this book, the testimony of Jesus, which consisted of those things, which He could personally validate.  Jn. 3:11; Rev. 1:2

61. During the incarnation, Jesus Christ never offered testimony about anything that did not proceed directly from God the Father.  Jn. 7:16, 8:26, 12:49

62. The testimony of Jesus encompasses all things about His person and work: His preincarnate existence (Jn. 1:1), His incarnation (Jn. 1:14), His entire earthly ministry, His death, burial, and resurrection, His present work at the right hand of God, and His future judgments and reign.

63. Initially the testimony of Jesus was comprised of the things/teachings/doctrines He espoused; later, this testimony is taken up by others and they espoused those same truths that He taught.

64. Our faith in doctrine and the willingness and ability to effectively articulate the truth in the angelic conflict has a far greater impact than we often recognize and is part of the basis for victory over Satan.

65. In this context, the believers of Daniel's 70th week manifest a lifestyle of faithfulness to Christ that is manifested by an overt willingness to live and speak the truths of doctrine.

66. When believers have understood, believed, and applied Bible doctrine in the Christian way of life, that effectively undermines the accusations of Satan against them.

67. However, it should be evident that nothing actually stops his accusations against those that are positive until Michael whips him in open war and ejects him from Heaven.

68. The final phrase indicates that this witness for the truth will be conducted in a fearless manner as these believers do not attempt to avoid the pains of persecution but place their own lives on the line for the truth.

69. This is the ultimate manifestation of what Jesus Christ taught about not loving one’s own life and being willing to endure the ultimate sacrifice on His behalf.  Lk. 14:26-27

70. These three factors are the basis for the culminative aorist overcame, which looks at the conclusion of their battles with Satan and focuses on the victory they will win.

12:12 "For this reason, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them. Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, knowing that he has only a short time."  {dia, (pa)--ou-toj (apdan-s) on account of this, for this cause--euvfrai,nw (vmpp--2p) to be or make merry, to enjoy oneself, only 1X in active voice, keep on being happy--ouvrano,j (n-vm-p)--kai, (cc)--o` (dvmp+) skhno,w (vppavm2p) 5X, most notable Jn. 1:14, the other 4X in this book--evn (pd)--auvto,j (npdm3p)--ouvai, (qs)—h` gh/ (n-af-s)--kai, (cc)—h` qa,lassa (n-af-s)--o[ti (cs)--o` dia,boloj (ap-nm-s)--katabai,nw (viaa--3s) the active voice does not signify that it was his choice--pro,j (pa)--su, (npa-2p)--e;cw (vppanm-s) circ.part.--qumo,j (n-am-s) violent rage, wrath, denotes the first flush of anger that quickly rises and then subsides--me,gaj (a--am-s)--oi=da (vpranm-s) explains the reason for his anger--o[ti (ch) indir.disc.--ovli,goj (a--am-s)--kairo,j (n-am-s) accus. of extent of time, 3½ years, but only 28 months per the new speed of the earth--e;cw (vipa--3s)}

12:13 And when the dragon saw that he was thrown down to the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male child.  {kai, (cc)--o[te (cs)--o` dra,kwn (n-nm-s)-- ei=don (viaa--3s)--o[ti (cc)--ba,llw (viap--3s)—eivj (pa)—h` gh/ (n-af-s)--diw,kw (viaa--3s) to make one flee, to put to flight, to pursue or persecute—h` gunh, (n-af-s)--o[stij (aprnf-s)--ti,ktw (viaa--3s) to bring forth, to bear, to give birth--o` a;rshn (ap-am-s) the male}
12:14 And the two wings of the great eagle were given to the woman, in order that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she was nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent.  {kai, (cc)--di,dwmi (viap--3p)--h` gunh, (n-df-s)--h` du,o (a-cnf-p)--pte,rux (n-nf-p) 5X, wings, used for flight--o` aveto,j (n-gm-s) 5X, eagle or vulture--o` me,gaj (a--gm-s) great, notable--i[na (cs)--pe,tomai (vspn--3s)—eivj (pa)—h` e;rhmoj (ap-af-s) wilderness or desert—eivj (pa)--o` to,poj (n-am-s)--auvto,j (npgf3s)--o[pou (abr) in which place, where--tre,fw (vipp--3s) she will keep being nourished--evkei/ (ab) there, in that place, redundant in English--kairo,j (n-am-s)--kai, (cc)--kairo,j (n-am-p)--kai, (cc)--h[misuj (ap-an-s) half--kairo,j (n-gm-s) lit half of a time--avpo, (pg) away from--pro,swpon (n-gn-s) face=presence--o` o;fij (n-gm-s) the serpent}
Exposition vs. 12-14

1. Verse 12 continues the celebration statement by relating the positive results for Heaven and the negative results for planet earth.

2. The initial phrase dia. tou/to (dia touto) has the force of for this cause/on account of this, and refers to the content of the two preceding verses and not only to verse 11.

3. There is some question as to the grammatical construction here, which yields one of two possible interpretations.

a. The first views the term heavens as being the physical place, with the phrase you who dwell in them referring to its inhabitants.

b. The second understands the kai. (kai) as being epexegetical and takes the two terms to refer to one thing and translates the phrases as heaven, namely those who dwell in it.
4. While the term heaven is used in the singular many times in Revelation, this is the only place where the plural is used and seems to emphasize the three heavens in contrast to the earth and sea.
5. Based on this, I would take this as personification of the heavens and the earth, which is something found in other parts of the Bible.  Ps. 19:1, 50:4,6, 96:11

6. We are told that there is a distinct sense in which the physical creation has suffered under the reign of evil, and is personified as longing to be set free.  Rom. 8:19-22

7. Therefore, the ejection of Satan from the third Heaven and his confinement on planet earth is a cause for rejoicing by the physical heavens.

8. Based on the fact that the kingdom has entered a new phase, which involves the overthrow of Satan and the victory of positive believers, those that dwell in Heaven are likewise commanded to join the celebration.

9. Having identified the voice of verse 11 with Church Age believers, this would be a command to Old Testament saints, martyrs of Daniel's 70th week, and all angels to rejoice.

10. The verb euvfrai,nw (euphraino) means to make someone glad or cheer them up (IICor. 2:2); passively it is used of the social and festive enjoyment of a good party.  Lk. 15:23-32

11. Many interpreters have observed a contrast between the heavens and those that dwell in it and the earth and those who dwell in it.    Rev. 13:12

12. This contrast is clearly observed in the verb that always characterized those that dwell on the earth (katoike,w—katoikeo) and the verb skhno,w (skenoo—tent or tabernacle), which was used in Rev. 7:15.

13. The verb skhno,w (skenoo) is used regularly of both Christ and God and emphasizes sharing in the life that they enjoy, dwelling in safety and security.  Jn. 1:14; Rev. 21:3

14. The great celebration above is somewhat tempered by the ominous note that John sounds in the middle of the verse as he announces woe to the physical planet.

15. The same Greek term ouvai. (ouai—woe) is used here that was used to introduce the three woes in Rev. 8:13, and emphasizes a call to mourning on the part of those that are the objects of the wrath of God.

16. The emphasis here focuses on the physical aspects of the world, the earth and sea, which will suffer mightily under the full force of Antichrist and Satan.

17. While the inhabitants are not discretely mentioned, as they were for the heavens, there can be little doubt that this does not bode well for the inhabitants of the earth.

18. The reason for the warning is contained in the o]ti (hoti—because) clause that follows, which focuses on three reasons for the impending disasters.

19. The first is that the Devil has come down to you, emphasizing his demotion from the third Heaven and confinement to planet earth for the duration of Daniel's 70th week.

a. While some have suggested that the verb katabai,nw (katabaino—descend, come or go down) demonstrates that the Devil has taken the initiative in this, previous context indicates that he was thrown down by a superior force.  Rev. 12:9,13

b. While the verb is active, it should be recognized that Satan comes down to the earth because he has no place else to go; it was not his willing decision to do so.

20. The second is found in the principle of his great wrath, which denotes his fury and frustration about his recent defeat and the thwarting of his work of accusation.

a. The Greek term qumo,j (thumos—wrath) literally means to move violently, to rush along, and focuses on the strong passions of wrath, rage, and frustration.
b. It is used of the type of anger that suddenly boils to the surface in a fit of temper or a furious outburst, and then subsides again.
c. This is further defined by the adjective me,gaj (megas-great) and denotes the type of furious rage that borders on insanity.
21. The final clause explains the basis for the attendant circumstance of his great wrath, which is rooted in his knowledge that his time to act in freedom in the angelic conflict is nearly complete.

22. He knows for certain that his demotion at the middle of Daniel's 70th week means that he has only a short time left to operate before the overruling will of God confines him for 1000 years.

23. The phrase a short time must be interpreted as referring to the final half of Daniel's 70th week, which is 42 months under the current cycle, but will only be 28 months under the shortened day/night cycle.

24. The knowledge of impending disaster, the temporal limit between the cleansing of Heaven and the final cleansing of earth, hangs over his head like the sword of Damocles.

25. The difference is that Damocles did not know when the sword might fall, while Satan knows the precise time of his demise is already set.

26. Therefore, for the final half of Daniel's 70th week, the earth, and those that dwell in it will be the objects of the wrath of Satan and the wrath of God.  Rev. 12:12, 15:1

27. The frustration of being in such a position is impossible to calculate, but his rage is such that he moves against that which he knows is near to God’s heart and key to His plan.

28. Verse 13 actually resumes the flow of the passage, which had been interrupted after verse 6, and explains why the woman would have to flee to the wilderness for 1260 days.

29. Verse 13 is introduced by an interesting phrase that suggests that Satan did not believe that this would happen until it actually occurred.

30. This is reflected in a number of translations, like the NET Bible, which phrases it as when the dragon realized that he had been thrown down.
31. This suggests that the warfare in Heaven was not an extended series of battles, but an instantaneous one in which Satan is defeated by a vastly superior force.

32. One minute Satan was fighting against Michael, and the next minute he realizes that he had been expelled for good and confined to planet earth.

33. As this dawns on him he immediately instigates a persecution of national Israel, which will be largely accomplished through the principle of military attacks.

34. However, his anti-Semitic activity will also stir up the other nations of the earth and they will all eventually move against Israel.  

35. As previous noted in this chapter, the woman is the Jewish nation and the Son is the Lord Jesus Christ, whose destiny it is to rule the nations with a rod of iron.  Isa. 9:6-7

36. At this point we must begin to make a distinction between the woman in general (the entire Jewish nation), that portion of the woman the flees to the wilderness (positive Jews).

a. In verse 13 it appears that the entire nation is in view, regardless of whether the Jews are positive or negative.

b. In verse 14 it is clear that only the positive remnant is in view, which is completely protected from the onslaughts of the serpent.

c. In verse 15 and following, the focus seems to have returned to the entire nation, which will bear the brunt of a massive invasion.

37. As Satan pursues the woman, intending to destroy her, she is provided the two wings of the great eagle.

38. What is intriguing here is the fact that the definite article is used three times in this phrase, which leads to the conclusion that a very definite situation is here envisioned.

a. While some have suggested (I don’t) that the definite articles are simply generic (Mounce), Beale suggests that this figure points back to the Old Testament and points to divinely sent deliverers.

39. Since we are working with revelation about the middle of Daniel's 70th week, one would have to look for that which would be readily recognized as a very prominent eagle in the end times.

40. There is little doubt that the language of these verses is figurative, yet one must keep in mind that figurative language is used here to portray real events; therefore, we must seek the reality that the symbols portend.

41. As one might imagine, there is a great deal of diversity of opinion when it comes to interpreting figurative language and its significance.

42. The figure of the eagle’s wings is one that is used in the Old Testament to denote Divine deliverance and providential care, and became a standard motif in Jewish thought.  Ex. 19:14; Deut. 32:11; I Enoch 96:2; Test. Moses 10:8

43. Based on the other usages of eagle in this book, Pett suggests that this is a reference to one of the four living creatures, who will participate in the protection of the woman.  Rev. 4:7

44. Some interpreters (Jamieson, Fausset, Brown) have noticed that the figure of the eagle is used to denote a world power, which many identify as Rome.

45. This interpretation is quite important since there are Old Testament precedents for employing an animal to represent a nation.  Ezek 17:3,7

46. In fact, the king of Babylon is represented by the great eagle with great wings in Ezekiel, and the prophetic kingdom of Babylon is seen in Daniel under the same figure.  Dan. 7:4

47. We know that the wings of the eagle will be plucked (representing the destruction of the U.S. in Daniel 7) but we are not told what happens to the remainder of our military forces, their weapons and  technology, that are stationed throughout the world.

48. Again at this point, not all Israel is in view; this particular segment of the woman only refers to those Jews (while I would not rule out any unbelievers making the trip, the emphasis appears to be on the positive remnant) that obey the command to flee Jerusalem.

49. We do know from the prophecy of Jesus that the necessity for a speedy departure from Jerusalem is paramount when the Antichrist reveals his true colors.  Matt. 24:15-18

50. This is confirmed by the use of the term fly, which conveys the idea of exceptional speed in the departure for the wilderness.

51. This does not mean, as Hal Lindsey has suggested, that an airlift is required to fulfill this passage; it does mean that they will move with tremendous speed.

52. Therefore, while the figure of the wings of the great eagle points to God’s provision (as seen in the use of another Divine passive), it is not beyond belief to think that the remnants of the US military may be somehow employed in rapidly transporting Jews out of Israel to the place of safety.

53. In fact, any U.S. forces left in the Middle East will probably recognize that the Jews are their only allies in the region and will resort to that nation out of necessity.

54. While we are not told where the Jews will flee, there are some clues that suggest that the region of ancient Petra, which is in modern Jordan, will be the goal of their flight.

a. They are told to flee to the mountains, which is located in the wilderness according to our passage; Petra is located in the wilderness, high in the mountains and readily fulfills these two conditions.

b. We know that the modern land of Jordan is apparently protected by God from the exploits of Antichrist, as documented in Daniel 11:41, and would provide a fitting refuge for those fleeing persecution.

c. On October 26, 1994 Israel and Jordan signed a treaty that was designed to “provide a just, comprehensive, and lasting peace”, which would certainly pave the way for cooperation in the future.

d. Isa. 33:16 suggests that some Jews will be living in security while sinners in Zion are terrified.  Isa. 33:13

e. In spite of the judgment that is decreed on the Jews for their apostasy, God has promised to assemble the remnant like sheep in an enclosed place.  Mic. 2:12

1.) Some have translated the Hebrew term hr'c.B' (bats rah) as Bozrah, which is in the land of Edom, but opinion is divided.

2.) Petra is located in a basin within Mount Seir and is totally surrounded by mountains and cliffs, making it almost impregnable.

3.) The only way in or out is through a narrow passageway that can only be negotiated by foot or by horseback.

4.) Since only two or three abreast can even enter the passage at any time, this makes the region extremely easy to defend. 
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55. Whatever means God uses to provide this miraculous deliverance will result in the remnant rapidly fleeing Jerusalem to her place, which we know had been prepared by God for this time.  Rev. 12:6

56. The verb tre,fw (trepho) is used 9 times in the New Testament, and is used of God providing what the birds need (Matt. 6:26), of a mother nursing a baby (Lk. 23:29), and has the force of nourishing and providing what one needs for life.

57. The present tense of the verb stresses the ongoing action of God’s provision and continual care during the time in view.

58. Therefore, she is not only protected physically from the assaults of the dragon, she is provided all that is necessary to continue to live under this attack.

59. The final portion of the verse that deals with the time involved in this protection is identical to the time we saw mentioned in verse 6.

60. This is the only place this phrase time, times, and half a time is used in the New Testament and is clearly a direct reference to the book of Daniel.  Dan. 7:25, 12:7

61. It only refers to the last half of Daniel's 70th week, the time when Antichrist is dominating every aspect of life and believers will be the objects of his intense hatred (particularly Jewish believers).

62. While some interpreters want to make this protection and provision primarily spiritual, the force of the last portion of this verse indicates that a physical separation from the serpent is in view.

63. The believing remnant will be out of Satan’s reach, which will only infuriate him further and lead to the events that are recorded in the verses that follow.

12:15 And the serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, so that he might cause her to be swept away with the flood.  {kai, (cc)--ba,llw (viaa--3s) to cast or throw--o` o;fij (n-nm-s)—evk (pg)—to. sto,ma (n-gn-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--ovpi,sw (pg) adv. of space and time, behind, to the back of—h` gunh, (n-gf-s)--u[dwr (n-an-s)--w`j (cs) as or like--potamo,j (n-am-s) a river--i[na (cs)--auvto,j (npaf3s)--potamofo,rhtoj (a--af-s) lit. to be carried or swept away by a river--poie,w (vsaa--3s) to do or make, “cause her”}

12:16 And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and drank up the river which the dragon poured out of his mouth.  {kai, (cc)--bohqe,w (viaa--3s) 8X, lit. to run to the cry of one seeking help, to help or rescue--h` gh/ (n-nf-s)--h`. gunh, (n-df-s)--kai, (cc)--avnoi,gw (viaa--3s)--h` gh/ (n-nf-s)--to. sto,ma (n-an-s)--auvto,j (npgf3s)--kai, (cc)--katapi,nw (viaa--3s) 7X, lit. to drink down or swallow, fig. to overcome or destroy--o` potamo,j (n-am-s)--o[j (apram-s)--ba,llw (viaa--3s)--o` dra,kwn (n-nm-s)—evk (pg)—to, sto,ma (n-gn-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)}
12:17 And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and went off to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus.  {kai, (cc)--ovrgi,zw (viao--3s) to irritate, to provoke, to arouse one to anger--o` dra,kwn (n-nm-s)--evpi, (pd) lit. over, because of--h` gunh, (n-df-s)--kai, (cc)--avpe,rcomai (viaa--3s)--poie,w (vnaa) to do or make--po,lemoj (n-am-s)--meta, (pg)--o` loipo,j (ap-gm-p)—to, spe,rma (n-gn-s) seed, offspring, descendants--auvto,j (npgf3s)--o` (dgmp+) thre,w (vppagm-p) apposition to sperma--h` evntolh, (n-af-p) an order, command, charge--o`/ qeo,j (n-gm-s)--kai, (cc)--e;cw (vppagm-p)--h` marturi,a (n-af-s)--VIhsou/j (n-gm-s)}
Exposition vs. 15-17

1. The figurative language continues in verse 15, which now pictures the dragon from the previous verses as a serpent.

2. Verses 15-16 are also to be understood in a general sense and the woman in view is apparently all national Israel, not merely the segment that obeyed the command to flee Jerusalem.

3. This is deduced from the fact that the woman in the previous verse was given the two wings of the great eagle and would not be subject to the ravages of a flood.

4. While some preterist interpreters (those that believe that the fulfillment has past and occurred shortly after the time of writing) see an allusion to the flood of the Jordan River in 68 AD, which kept the Jewish people from fleeing the Roman army and led to their complete slaughter, this is incorrect.

5. Some modern interpreters likewise suggest a literal interpretation, but as Walvoord has pointed out, “the contour of the Holy Land, and the fact that Israel would probably not all flee in the same direction combine to make a physical interpretation improbable.”
6. The spiritual or idealist interpreters (who believe that there are not literal fulfillments, only transcendent principles and recurrent themes) view this as “the stream of lies, delusions, religious ‘isms’, philosophical falsehoods, political utopias, or quasi-scientific dogmas, which have been one of the principal challenges the church has faced throughout history”.
7. Again, any interpretation of this book that sees the church after chapter 3 is in error and has missed the dispensational boat.

8. However, a metaphorical or figurative explanation much more suits the passage in specific and the book in general.

9. There can be no doubt that the same personage is in view since Satan has been discretely defined for us by these terms in verse 9.

10. Many of the historicist, preterist, idealist, and even futurist interpreters understand the flood to represent the overwhelming attacks of Satan against the remnant of true believers.

11. At this point, there are two basic streams of interpretation concerning the significance of the flood that comes from the mouth of the serpent.

12. Many understand the flood that comes from the mouth of the serpent to refer to a military force(s) that pursues the woman into the mountainous wilderness.  Isa. 8:7; Jere. 46:7-8, 47:2

13. Others point to the character of the serpent, which is one that is characterized by lies and deceit, and suggest that this refers to a flood of false teaching, counterfeit miracles, false signs and wonders, which are designed to sweep away the elect.  Matt. 24:24; IIThess. 2:9-10; Rev. 13:13-15

14. There can be little doubt that Satan will employ a massive propaganda campaign against the Jews that may be very reminiscent of the tactics employed by Hitler and the Third Reich.

a. The problem with their identification of this as a verbal onslaught is that I have not seen one interpreter address the issue of how the earth would come to help them in the following verse.

15. However, the image of a flood to describe persecution by military force is found throughout the Old Testament and very well fits the context of our passage.  Ps. 18:4, 69:2, 124:2-5

16. Therefore, the flood refers to a military force that Satan will energize to move against Israel, with the distinct purpose of causing the complete destruction of the nation.
17. This is seen in the final phrase of verse 15, which employs the metaphor of physical destruction being compared to the act of drowning in a flood.
18. Verse 16 describes how the nation will be spared from the onslaught of the serpent as the earth is here personified as providing aid to the woman.
19. Again, we are faced with one of the primary dilemmas in interpreting this book; while the wings of the great eagle were figurative, there is no indication that the earth is to be taken in a figurative sense here.
20. Therefore, we should understand it as referring to the land of Israel, which will work in some manner to deliver the nation from destruction.
21. The only times that the term earth, opened, and mouth are used in either the Old Testament or New Testament, is to describe the physical reality of an earthquake.  Num. 16:32
22. This passage forecasts a similar, if not identical, event that will befall those that seek to annihilate the Jewish nation from the planet.
23. While some have attempted to make helped a passive verb, the fact is that it is active and suggests that the earth itself takes a part in helping the woman.
24. While we would not argue the fact that God controls every facet of the environment, this does not seem to be the emphasis of what happens in verse 16.
25. What is described here seems to focus on the reality that the forces sent out by Satan to destroy the woman are apparently destroyed by natural forces, the convulsions of nature.
26. Many have wondered where to place the very obvious Russian invasion of Israel in the chronology of Daniel's 70th week, but this may very well be the event in question in our verses.  Ezek. 38-39
27. The first reason for identifying the flood as Russia and its allies is found in the fact that Israel is apparently dwelling in security, which would be the case if Antichrist had recently signed his treaty of protection.  Ezek. 38:11; Dan. 9:27
a. The people are described as living in virtual security in unwalled villages, which perfectly describes the modern kibbutz.  Ezek. 38:8,11

b. Apparently, this means that the current Palestinian threat has been dramatically diminished, if not completely eliminated.

28. The Russian descent into the land of Israel is described in terms of a massive storm, which moves very quickly as an advancing flood, that “floods” the land with troops and weapons.  Ezek. 38:9,16
29. Given the reality that Russia has expended most, if not all, of its nuclear arsenal, the only method by which they could engage in combat would be through a conventional army/warfare type situation.  
a. The current understanding is that the Soviets will deplete their entire arsenal of nuclear warheads in the attack.  Jere. 50:14

30. The destruction of the U.S., which must be placed in the third year of Daniel's 70th week (probably close to the middle), would leave the Russians ecstatic and would probably make them believe that they were invincible.
31. Since the destruction of the U.S. has been completed, this would leave Israel with few, if any, appreciable allies that would even protest such a Russian invasion.
32. In fact, there does not appear to be any discernible military response from any of the peoples/nations that observe this invasion, only a diplomatic one.  Ezek. 38:13
33. Their defeat, which is described in Ezekiel, is apparently carried out only by natural phenomena that begins with a massive earthquake.  Ezek. 38:19,22
34. This very much fits the context of what we have in Revelation since an earthquake would wreak havoc on a conventional army on foreign soil.
35. Further, this is certainly a coalition headed by Russia, as the nuclear coalition was, and this would make the prospect of war among the troops more likely when extreme difficulty struck; the troops would tend to divide along nationalistic lines.  Ezek. 38:21-22
36. One argument against placing this event here is the fact that the Jews are observed burning the weapons for seven years and some suggest that this must be fulfilled during human history.  Ezek. 39:9
37. However, there is nothing to disprove the suggestion that the people may be using the remnants of weaponry for fuel during the first portion of the Millennium.
38. We do know that the land will be cleansed during the seven months that follow the destruction of this invading force, which will fall in the last half of Daniel's 70th week if this is correct.  Ezek. 39:12
39. Given the obvious failure of the serpent’s plan to destroy national Israel and his inability to get to the elect, verse 17 continues to explain his activities during this time.
40. The great wrath that characterized the serpent in verse 12 is now described in terms of the Greek verb ovrgi,zw (orgizo), which denotes a settled, continual anger that always seethes under the surface.  Rev. 11:18
a. Whereas qumo,j (thumos) focuses on the eruption of anger that quickly rises and then subsides, ovrgh, (orge) denotes the type of long-term bitterness that is perpetuated.

41. Satan has been seen suffering four major defeats in this chapter, three of which occur in very short order.
a. The first defeat is seen in his inability to destroy the male child.  rev. 12:4-5

b. The second defeat is at the hands of Michael and his forces at the middle of Daniel's 70th week.  Rev. 12;8-9

c. His third defeat is found in the supernatural deliverance of the positive remnant.  Rev. 12:13-14

d. His fourth defeat is the failure of the Russian invasion to destroy the nation.  Rev. 12:16

42. As his frustrating series of demotions and defeats continues, he now turns his bitter activities toward the rest of her offspring.
43. While there are many explanations as to who the offspring are, we have identified the woman as national Israel, with the positive remnant being delivered to the mountainous wilderness.

a. Walvoord sees the woman as national Israel and her offspring as the believing remnant.

b. Thomas indicates the woman is believing Israel and her seed are the 144,000.

c. Others attempt to identify the woman as the church in Palestine and the offspring as the Gentile church.

d. Not a few interpreters (Jounce, Johnson, Michaels) see the contrast to be one between the male seed (Christ) and the church.

e. Finally, some (Swete, Caird, Beale) see a contrast between the woman (the ideal church from the heavenly perspective) and the offspring as the earthly church as a whole.

44. Any view that identifies any of these segments as part of the church is wrong from a dispensational perspective and must be rejected.

45. Some have recognized that there is a geographic sense that indicates that the primary place of attack has now moved from the land to other areas as seen in the use of the verb avpe,rcomai (aperchomai- went away, left).

46. The infinitive phrase to make war is to be understood in the sense of purpose, indicating that his departure is for a definite reason.

47. The rest is important here in that it clearly indicates that there are more Jewish believers on the planet than those that reside in the land or are protected in the wilderness.

48. Therefore, her offspring must be someone other than the two groups seen in verse 13-16, and would certainly include the 144,000, who are scattered among the nations of the world as primary and obvious targets.

49. However, it would not rule out other Jews that are not in the land but have made the salvation adjustment during the first half of Daniel's 70th week.

50. The use of the word offspring is also designed to point to the shift in policy from attempting to destroy the nation as a whole to attempting to destroy individuals.

51. There can be little doubt that Jewish believers are in view (her offspring) and very likely defines for us the situation in the next chapter, where we see the serpent now working through the Antichrist and his system.  Rev. 13:7

52. Again, there comes a point in Daniel's 70th week when no more people are converted, so Satan is well aware of who his enemies are and where they are to be found.

53. That Satan is only pursuing believers is made explicit by the explanatory phrases that follow, which are designed to identify the rest of her seed more closely

54. These believers are defined as those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus.
55. The commandments of God in the New Testament are the over 1600 royal imperatives with which believers are to align themselves and apply in the Christian way of life.

56. Anyone that thinks that this is teaching that believers can perfectly understand and apply all of them at all times has to adopt some sort of false theology of sinless perfection in this life, which is clearly impossible.  IJn. 1:8,10

57. Neither do these believers have to always perfectly apply the commandments of God; what is in view in this phrase are believers that make the realities of Bible doctrine their modus operandi and modus vivendi in Ph2.

a. There are great differences between those that reject the commandments outright, those that claim positive volition and then reject what does not suit them, and believers that embrace the truth and fail due to STA weaknesses.

b. We should make certain that we fall into the last category, failures notwithstanding, and keep/ watch/guard the commandments, which we know to be correct.  Rom. 7:16

58. The second thing about these Jewish believers is that they keep on having the testimony of Jesus, indicating that they have now taken up that which they had previously heard.

59. Jesus Christ made it quite plain that the content of His witness/testimony in the world consisted of those things, which He could personally validate.  Jn. 3:11

60. During the incarnation, Jesus Christ never offered testimony about anything that did not proceed directly from God the Father.  Jn. 7:16, 8:26, 12:49

61. The testimony of Jesus encompasses all things about His person and work: His preincarnate existence (Jn. 1:1), His incarnation (Jn. 1:14), His entire earthly ministry, His death, burial, and resurrection, His present work at the right hand of God, and His future judgments and reign.

62. Initially the testimony of Jesus was comprised of the things/teachings/doctrines He espoused; later, this testimony is taken up by others and they begin to espouse those same truths that He taught.

63. At this point, these positive Jews are holding to the same truths first taught by Christ Himself and to which they now bear witness as well.

64. While the first articular participle (the ones keeping) functions as a substantive, both participles are present tense to stress the ongoing willingness of these believers to keep the commandments and hold to their witness about Christ.

65. As one would expect, this type of positive believer is the object of the worst attacks from those that are hostile to God and His plan, and come under Satan’s intense hatred.
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